wires). The Chief Engineer of Posts and Telegraphs
in India has kindly enlightened me on this point.
He writes: 'It seems that in the first two or three
years of the activities of this Department telegraph
wires were composed of iron rods of 5/8* diameter,
it being considered at the time that in order to over-
come the effects of low insulation it was necessary to
use a conductor of large cross section to keep down
the resistance of the line. . . . The reference to
cutting line wires into slugs for muskets evidently
refers to the 3/8* iron wire lines which existed about
the time of the siege of Lucknow. No reference is
traceable about these large gauge wires being used
so that they might support the weight of monkeys
swinging on them, but you may be interested to
learn that in one of the early Annual Reports of this
Department, one of the advantages of this heavy
gauge wire was stated to be that the conductor was
not damaged in a breakdown "even if buffaloes and
elephants trampled on the wire". Our telegraph and
telephone practice has, of course, progressed a great
deal since those days.'
Page 295.... Ensign Inglis). No relation, it seems,
of the Brigadier. Ensign Robert Loveday Inglis was
wounded on leaving Lucknow and died at Allahabad,
where he was buried on the 29th December, 1857.
See Polehampton, page 568.
Page 298. .. . Man Singh was still hedging). He
was a successful trimmer and made his pease with
the British Government in the end.
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